|46                                                                            &&EE  GOPALAKRISHNAYYA

no doubt become Vratyas, that is, fallen from their own ritualistic
rights. But by performing the ceremony of expiation, they are
re-entitled to their original caste rights. This is the birthday
of Sree Ramakrishna. Every one will be purified by taking His
name. Therefore, this is the best occasion for giving the Bhaktas
the secred thread. Give all those who come the appropriate
Gayatri Mantram^ according as they are Kshatriyas or Vysyas.
All these must be gradually raised to the status of Brahmana.
All Hindus are brothers. It is we, Hindus, who have degraded
them by repeatedly saying for centuries : * We won't touch you !
We won't touch you. * No wonder that the whole country is
brought down to the verge of humiliation, cowardice and stupidity*
Now they have to be raised by preaching to them the gospel
of hope and cheer* Preach to them, * You too are men like
ourselves. You too have the same rights as we have. * As a
result of the SwamijTs decision, more than fifty Bhaktas on that
day received the Gayatri Maniram and the sacred thread, having
first bathed themselves in the Ganges, and then bowed before the
image of Sri Ramakrishna. " " The initiates were naturally much
'ridiculed," the chronicle added, " by the neighbours for having
raised themselves to the status of Brahmins, Be that as it may,
though the Swami did not preach in public in favour of giving the
Sacred thread to the so-called Sudras, he was glad to watch the
to Brahminise all the castes who claimed to be twice-
which had been in existence for some time ago, spread
rapidly in Bengal in recent years. And nowadays, a large
demand is made for the Brahminical thread by those who have
so long been regarded as Sudras. *5 (p. 215}

How like Gopalakrisfanayya and yet how different! The
ideal was just t&e same; it was to Brahminise the peoples of
ibe East and the West* And it was through the Gayatri Mantra
aad the giving of the sacred thread. But yet, Gopalakrishnayya
itiWiretecf himself Erst to the East; pt&luty preached the gospel
Brahminising even the Sudras; and dkl not take shelter
any special holiness of his Guru's birthday; while
addressed himself more to the West; and also
tfee privilege of Ms Saxnjasa for his actions, whije
braved it through a* a GrihasUu